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Using Data To Make Informed Decisions
For Your Gifts In Will Program 
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• Cautions & Caveats With Data When Used For Bequests
• Gifts In Will Data Myths - Refinement
• Gifts In Will Modelling – Identification
• Gifts In Will Forecasting
• Summary



Bequest Data Issues



Gift In Will Data – Additional Income?
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Gift In Will Data – Wide Variances
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Gift In Will Data – Forecasting Margin Of Error
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Bequest Data Myths



Gift In Will Data – Myth Of Length Of Giving
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Gift In Will Data – Myth Of Length Of Giving
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Gift In Will Data – Value As Predictor
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Gift In Will Data – Age As A Predictor
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Gift In Will Data – Bequest Types
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Gift In Will Data – Bequest Types
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Gift In Will Data – Bequest Types
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Gifts In Will Modelling



Gift In Will Data – Key Variables
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Name Details



Gift In Will Data – Key Variables
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Gift In Will Data – Key Variables
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Gift In Will Data – Key Variables
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Gift In Will Data – Key Variables
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Gift In Will Data – Key Variables
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Gifts In Will Modelling



Gift In Will Data – Modelling
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Gift In Will Data – Modelling
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Summary



Summary
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• Remember limitations of bequest modelling – variance is an 
issue but you can base forecasts on observed averages

• Recency/Value still strong bequest predictors but be careful 
with tenure/length of giving – don’t exclude shorter tenure 
donors

• Importance of recording date of bequest status and type –
more data the beter



Summary
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• Confidence in key indicator variables of recency/value to 
date/age/years of support and number of gifts but remember 
these are self-fulfilling and inter related in some instances

• Much greater confidence in predictive variables that 
forecasting cash flows

• Don’t forget the caveats and manage audience expectations 
regarding margin of error
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Be part of a movement 

www.includeacharity.com.au 
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